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An Overview of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs); Diversity and Dynamics of Toxic Algae in Freshwater Lakes and Marine Habitats
Reports of the occurrence of toxic and harmful freshwater and marine algae are becoming more frequent.  Not only have they been reported in the scientific community, but also in the media, and numerous websites have been established that include regular updates on population studies on the abundance of this forms of algae.  This reporting is due, in part, to an increased awareness of the impact of algae on biota in the aquatic communities. 

With the concerns of federal, state, and local agencies and interested persons sponsoring activities such as Stream Teams, mariculture managers, and knowledgeable laypersons, there is a greater assessment of the environment.  Knowledge of the diversity of the kinds of algae that can have a harmful impact on the biota and on humans, while requiring some microscopic abilities and equipment, will be presented.    The dynamics of the ways that such algae have an impact on the biota that are the causative agents, and potential preventative measures will be also be presented.  Thus an overview of the problems resulting from blooms of toxic and harmful and toxic algae lends to the continuing education of those who have a need to be aware of the potential for algal impacts serve as stewards of our aquatic communities.

Summary.  This overview provides information on the diversity and dynamics of toxic and harmful algae that occur in aquatic ecosystems.


 Audiovisual requirements include a digital projector for PowerPoint presentation, a laptop computer with zip drive (I can supply these if need be) and a backup overhead .
Please send this info to me at my email address and to our Program Chair, Donna Ludwig, at dludwig85@aol.com.  Donna will then take care of the details about your honorarium and any other questions you may have.  Thanks so much for agreeing to do this!  flo 

